April 25, 2011


Dear Website Visitors,
     As you all know, Japan was struck by the largest recorded earthquake in its history on March 11th. The earthquake’s epicenter was located in the Pacific Ocean, just off the northeastern coast of Japan, resulting in a devastating tsunami which hit the coastal areas, destroying towns, claiming thousands of lives, and causing unprecedented damage. Furthermore, due to the damage to a nuclear power plant caused by the tsunami, many people have been evacuated from their homes and thrown into chaotic circumstances. Thus the severity of the situation in Japan will require much time and effort before recovery is complete. 
     Tokai University has also been affected by the recent calamity, with many students, graduates, employees and family relations suffering loss. My heartfelt sympathy goes out to all of them for the considerable grief and anxiety they must be experiencing.
     Here in Denmark, many kind words of sympathy and support have also been expressed for the people of Japan. On March 26th, Tokai University European Center was the venue for a charity concert arranged for the benefit of the victims in Japan, and more than 140 people attended to show their support and make their contributions to the relief efforts. Although I am not in a position to represent Japan, as a member of the Tokai University organization, which has long-lasting and deep ties with Denmark, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to the people of Denmark for their support, and I hope that you will continue to support and encourage Japan in its endeavors to rebuild and regain its footing again in the wake of the disaster.
     Out of respect for the victims and in consideration of the current circumstances in Japan, this year, Tokai University decided to cancel the festive graduation and admission ceremonies normally held in March and April. However, classes have been commenced as scheduled in April. We would like to encourage our students, in these grave and also important times, to find joy and significance in learning and to dedicate their studies and knowledge to the rebuilding of Japan. 
     Tokai University has been keeping its students, employees and local residents informed on the developments at the damaged nuclear power plant, with the university’s Department of Nuclear Engineering closely observing and analyzing the situation and regularly releasing updates on radiation levels. The observations and readings thus far have shown that all Tokai University campuses in Japan are sufficiently safe for students and employees to continue going about their work as usual. The many universities around the world, who have students attending Tokai University, as well as the parents of these students, can therefore rest assured that Tokai University in Japan is a very safe environment.
Thank you all very much for your support.

Sincerely,
Fusato Taniguchi

Director of Tokai University European Center      
